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The following observations were m.de at Mersebur; airfield botween 21 October 
and 13 Uovember 1952: 


él October, There was no air activity. The visibility was linited to 1 kn, 
and the ¢loud base was at an altitude of 300 meters. 


22 October, Between 9:10 a.n, and 3 p.mo, individual flights were made by 
two single-engine planes. There was a 10/10 overcast, litht fog-.and a visi-+ 
bility of about 500 meters, 


23 October, Uetween bh and 11 p.m, individual local flishts were made by 
"HG-15s fhe weather was cocd,, 


2), October, Between 9:40 a.m, and 3:30 
lO and 16 1hG-15s including 12 


he weather was favorable. 


25 October, Inlividual flixhts were nade by the jet fighters es 
The visibility was limited to [km, and the 


cloud ceiling was at an sltitude of 600 meters, After nightfall, flying was 
practiced in elements of tio planes which maintained the interval and distance 
rather poorly, 


26 October, Thirty-three *NG-1L5 anc ty 


m, and 7 p.m, [NG-L5s, 

flew in elenents of two and in flishts for LS to 60 

y wag gond, and there were no clouds, Formation 

flying was again verformed rathar poorly so that it appesrec that the pilots had 
not much experience in flying i4G15 planes, 
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20 Cetober, setveen 0:15 

practiced | Dy aircraft 
There was a If overcast, the cloud base being at an 

altitude of £00 meters. .Tho visibility was limitec te 2 kn, 


Gott, and 1:20 pen neivia 2 aed nyc 


29 October, Tircuchoub the Gav, the s indivicual flying by tivo 
TiG-15s It rained continuously, ifter 


nightfall, Tlying was practicea in elerents of two at 4 Gcistance of about 
10 aircraft lengtha, The aireraft flew-in tue clouds, 


20 Csteber, Individual flyins was practi cea throughout the cay dr focd 
weather. vVotween 6:30 and 10 Pehley “40-155 circled over the fieid. 


31 Seteber, Sethieen ° 
tines ranjin: betiveeon 


Ase ond D Delles the 
Q_and “0 minutes 


Twas a 0 
atuce of O00 ueters and a visibility of lim , betveen 
22:0 anc 7 p.tsy lying was practiced in elonents of tuo, the cistance 
ne won Lhe tWo planes being about 10 aircraft lencths., Tometdor Living 
was nerforvec rather poorly, - 


io.cveaber, ‘There was ne air activity ww to 1 pote 


2 and 3 povoubere. LO flights were made. It rairec conti imousiy, anc the 
Wisioility was limited to alent 100 neter mig 


hy Revertber » between 7330 ar. and Date » indivicual (iGelSs circled ever 
the Pielc. “here was sood visibility. The cloud base was at an altituce 
. S00 neters. Between 5:30 and about 10 Pome, bight flying vas practiced 
clonents of to. Tie planes Tlew in clements of two, the distance 
Gono tae tuo plancs Going about 20 aircraft, lengths, after the take-off, 


the planes Cisappeared in the clouds, 


5 Vovenber, Individual flichts were nace by THG-1s, The visibility was 
Tinited to 3 sity anG the clouc ceiling was al an altitvce of 600 meters, 
fircrart observed at the field included 31 140-10 5S, 1 type-29 plane, 

1 fake11 plane ard 1 single-engine, lowewing monoplane. 


6 to 13 Novwenver, Individual lecal flichts were made on 4. 13 BO? over. 
ber 


rere was an estimated ecenpation of 1,300 nen wearins: vlacke.orceree blue 
epaulets, 30 te 109 “er. vearing; redeborcerec black enaulets with artillery 
insignia, and about 15 men wearine via keborderec bleach: epaulets, © vetweon 
27 Ocbouer anc 1 Uoveuber, soldiers ucar ins receberdereeé black epaulets ucre 
assipno: to .uard duu at the field, 


ail the (4G-15s at the field were equipoed wi a iliae; fuel tanks. «ir 
activity performed at the field ircicated that the oilets had 

much experience in Pblrins: on idle ine]. nding ‘instra: ent flvire, while 

tie other oovtion cf pilots still c i 4 trainir ~ such as 
local fli; “hts. Tes trun ent lying was SelCom me Stored on Yakell or type-29 
planes. thie Lrgnt anc side wincows around the pilot's seat were covered with 
vlack curtains.* 
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). ‘The engines of the 1iG-15s were started according to two methods. 
It was mostly observed that the engines were startec by the pilots 
in the cabin, At first, either a rearing or a whistling noise was 
heard, the latver being followed by the roaring noise after about 
30 seconds. It was often observed that this procedure was parti- 
cularly quick and that the engine was runnirg only one minute after 
the pilot entered the cauin. ‘The aircraft enpines were selconm 
started by means of a two-wheel carriage which stooc uncer the nose 
of the olanc, 


Go, Two alert flights were continuously varied east of the exst enc of 
the rumver and about 100 neters muth of the rumvay respectively. 
The alert vlanes were parked either in one line parallel to the 
runmiay or at a right ancle to the runway with the aircraft noses 
pointing to the west. It was frequently observed that 5 to 10 men 
€id nainterance work on tae planes, 4 Geotail of at Least three 
sentries suaraec the vlanes, SGirce the plancs were nol meved at 
nightfall and were still there on the carl: norring, source believed 
that they renained at the dispersal areca Curing the night. It was 
seldon obserwec tat one of the eizht vlanes was started by means 
of 4 starter carriave., Since there was traffic between the planes 
and ancarby trailor,[~ sds the: pilots stayed in this 25X14 
trailer if there was no air activity. . 


6, Vaintenance work on “iG-10 was perforrec in the open. vo to four 
rien awaited each <20-15 which returned from a flisht. Maintenance 
vork on the parked aircraft was in progress almost continuously, If 
larger repairs were necessary, the plancs were towec into the repair 
hangar. It was observed through the open gate that a MiG-15 or indie 
vidual sections such as wings anc tail units were suspendec in the 
repair hanjar. pare parts were provably haulec to the fiele in 
closed trucks or by rail. isoxes containing spare parts have not been 
observed at tne field. It is possible that an internediate overhauling 
of planes was perforned at avother airfield Lecause it was repeatecly 
observed that individual %u-15s took off from the field and cid not 
return on the sane day, 


7. .Tecently, it vas not observec that aircraft crates crrivec at the ficld, 
No such crates could be olserved at the field. slnost every cay, tvo 
to six railroee cars arrived at the fteld, the care were cisconrected 
from the Locomotive near the westem hanzar, [eoule not observe 25X11 
what was being Loaded or unloaded because the bullcing in front of the 
scars obstructed the view.? 


G 
rs 


Us to 5 Lovenbur, onbky one Aa sun eaplacement on the northern cage of 
field was occupied ty six suns which vere covered vith tarpaulins. 

Only; She barrels projected from the canvas, “ht trucks were parkec 
nearby. It was not observed that the cuns were used fer training activity. 
Yhe personnel of the i. unit wore red=borcered black epaulets. Zhey 

were, quartcrecé in the forrier headquarters ouilding at. the Pield," 


9, iwery evening between $:15 and 5:30 p.mo, nail was pickec up at the 
Verseburc railroad station, put inte canvas bags anc hauled avay on 
25X1 truck “~ 1-13-17. 
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| | 10, At avout 2 pom on 25 Cetober, four Le} e were parxed at the east 
enc of the ruovay. After 3:30 p.m, a jeep tovec threa ia~lSs out 
of the westernmost hanjar. ubsequently, Thee e planes were partied 


near the four Midel5s at the east end of the rumiay. The tered 


plane Was coupled to the jeep by a rod which was attached to the 

strut of the nose wheel, Between 11:30 ome ang 3 pom on lio enber, 
there was no air activity. ‘the weather ocr UP. | = 2 VOVENUEL , 
seven [i4u~1Los were varied at the east end of the runmvar, but no Plishts 


were mace, 


21, The vunbo tyne radar set was still observea tm tre sentavesbterr corner 

ouns of cipoles wes 

Located at the wall in the southeastern section of the field, idout 
seL was observec alter 


{the field. fnother radar set with four 


10 eters nye of this set, another racar se 


25 Octover. . 


12, .fter 1 Voverwer, an excavator was boiny: usec en the couthern Oe 


= 


tie. field, Ven duel tants Lay besice the mources of sand. 6 


13, At 10 am. on 31 Geteber, 12 745-156 vere sarked sonla of the 
of the rumar. Ab 11:30 ard 12:50 awn. roe 

off, =0 davcdics viere observec. 2 

varehouse on wie caster 
servec sctyeen the fr 


eve af the Pielc. Ginx ssotli: 


ec 
6élc porder anc We Taccine: beacon. 


Ll. [for 2: ent. wverseburs airfielc is -ccuniec by a fighter regi 
Tne air ac tivity ovsurved shows that the pilots of the re,ciuent have. a 
Gifferent status of training. “oue of tne pilots. arc apnarently avle 
to fly even in bad weather while the coher oilots have not vet. reached 


the final state of trainins. 


a. 


youtively, one “Eel” pen 
tonk treuchs vere oarkec near 
stg were 


eee 2: 
Ten sis brainins, soc 


Tare’ 


3 [fox on cont » Ti uas orevicusly orenorted that 2 to 3 cars with 
¥ 


A om ve re “ © r Z t. Peet F ra 
Grote plates, each GO x 65 on ard 10 en tuck, arrived at the 


coming fro: ise Rumeroir ractor:. 


tie construction of taxiways. 


ibe Leow monk, Ib was previously Lellevec thet two Livnt a. batterics, 
each of Six 37th. “ins, were located at the field. It cannet be d avers 
“tined whether one battery sucanmvaitie left tho field, -ecently, it! 
weer nobicec at various fijnter flelcs that orly a light +4 battery 


was stationed there. 


36 | [Sonn int, The arrival of a racar set 


was previously reportea 


she: arrival 01 Ue re.ar seo with twe Fai 
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ont. “or sketch of the lig course observed curing ha 
rex 1. She purpose of this flicht cours 
carmoc. be autervinec. It is nossible taat the plene anproachnec the 

ve yeacen ive tives, once fre: the conti and the other tinc from 
wee north, before flyin: alons the flyin: lere touvarc the Pielc, 


~olinex 
vag verntionec as comoiscnce of the shipment. nis cesionatien is : 
for the first time. “ic cencrete nlates ars allececly to Le used for 


“tth four ~roups of ajnoles 
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antennas is reported for the first tine, The presence of these three 
sets was also reported from uittstock, Laerz anc Garcdelecen airfield, 

« the Lumbo type radar set or the set with 
four groups of Cipoles is probably wed for early warning of the 
aonroach of enerry planes, the other cne of the two sets is 
wrobaoly used as fighter control set and the set with two Yari antennas 
is probavly used as IFF set. Vor lecation of cets, see anrex 2. Yor 
sketen of set with two Yard antennas » S0e annex 3, 


25X1 &, [ borment.. inother fuel dump is vossibly Leing erected next to the 
fuel cump on the soutiern edie of the field, Th. concrete slabs mentioned 


in parazraph 3 of tis coiment are wossibly used for the construction of 
the new fuel dunn, Vor location of fie cums, sac énrex 2, 
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Radar Sets and Fuel Demps at Merbeburg. Airfield 


Dumbo type radar set 

Hadar set with two Yagi antennas 
Racar set with four groups °f dipoles” 
Vell | 

fuel dump 


“uel dump under construction 


fmmunition dump and firing ranre 
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